POLITICS    AND    POWERS
Germany and Italy on one front, and the German and
Italian friends, the Hungarians, on the other; Bulgaria
has claims against Rumania. The revisionistic aspira-
tions of non-Slav Hungary, in the very centre of the
Danubian Basin, are supported by Germany and Italy;
those of Bulgaria against Rumania might be realized
with the help of German pressure on Rumania via
Czecho-Slovak Ruthenia and Hungary. Thus Germany
and Italy can use pressure on non-Slav and Slav, can
profit by one Slav nation's grievance against another,
can utilize the mutilated and defenceless new Czecho-
slovakia as a springboard from which to take new plunges
into the Slav sea.
For these reasons it is important that we should bear
in mind all the geographical, racial, strategic, and eco-
nomic changes in 1938 before we set out to describe,
analyse, and assess the changed political influences on
the new Central European states. The main question
is: How far will Eastern, Central, and South-eastern
Europe be an extension of German, or German-Italian,
political power? To answer it we must obviously take
as much account of internal politics in each country con-
cerned as of the political relations between them. We
shall find that all the changes we have already studied
will exert political influence in each country, on the
relations between them, and on the entire European
balance of power. It is in this context that Danubian
destiny becomes conterminous with Europe's destiny.
Let us, therefore, pass in rapid review the position in
which the Central and South-east European countries
find themselves after Munich.
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